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Our mission statement is as follows;  “When the people followed the Lakota life ways and laws, the people flourished. Therefore, 
the Tasunke Wakan Okolakiciye promotes the rebirth of the Lakota life ways and laws through education, healing, and 
collaboration” 

  
 

W a k a n y e j a  T a  N a g i  A s n i y a  P i   
 ( H e a l i n g  t h e  S p i r i t  o f  t h e  C h i l d ,  Y o u t h  a n d  F a m i l y  

C o n f e r e n c e )  
   

R u s h m o r e  P l a z a  H o l i d a y  I n n ,  R a p i d  C i t y ,  S D  
D e c e m b e r  1 8 ,  1 9 ,  a n d  2 0 ,  2 0 1 3  

 

Time   Title   Presenter 

8:30–9:00am   Morning Session 
Welcome - Tasunke Wakan Okolakiciye Itancan: 
Sagye Luta -Warren Giago- 
Woyaksape 
Wazilya – (Purification of Atmosphere) 

  Cecelia Fire Thunder, 

TWO Board Member 
Conference Facilitator 

 9:00-10:15am   “Native Logic to Healing”   Wayne Weston, MA 
Weston Consultation 

This session is to provide participants with understanding the difference between Western 
Logic and Native Logic and how to use this approach to empower native communities in their 
road to healing. The presentation will look at logic from a Native perspective and help 
participants understand there is not a cultural gap but a logic gap that has been in existence. 
This logic gap is reflected through tribal statistics on most Reservations with figures such as 
75% unemployment, alcoholism, and other devastating effects. Discover the reason why these 
effects have stayed the same for the past twenty plus years and how removing this gap will 
assist in healing. 

10:15-10:30am   BREAK     

10:30-11:45 am   “Neurobiology of Trauma: How the 

Brain Stores Unresolved Trauma”  

  Elicia Good Soldier, BA 

Board Member, National Alliance on 
Mental Illness- Colorado  
Dine'/Spirit Lake Dakota 

This session will be a combination of lecture and audience participation on the topic of 
trauma and its psychobiological effects. The presentation will begin with an exploration of the 
nature of traumatic events (such as sexual assault, domestic violence, and witnessing violence), 
and the difference between normal, situational, and traumatic stress. Next, physiological 
components of trauma will be introduced, such as brain structures and biochemistry, and the 
essence of phenomenon such as dissociation, hyper-vigilance, and flashbacks will be explored. 
Finally, implications for treatment of psychological trauma will be discussed and current 
holistic interventions in mitigating the post-traumatic stress response will be presented. 

11:45-1:00pm   LUNCH (On your own) 

Day 1-Dec 18th 
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1:00– 2:15pm   “Our Children are the Messengers to the 

Future” 

  Stanley Holder Sr., BS, MA 

This session focuses on the native child and the message that will be sent into the future: what 
is the message, who will carry it and will it be a positive one? Participants will explore the 
trauma Native children have faced in the past, how this trauma has influenced the decisions 
of their descendents, and lastly what can we do about it. Join the presenter in discovering how 
native people can understand and change the message being sent into the future while 
building a brighter tomorrow through healing.  

2:15-3:30  “Blending Western Psychiatry with 

Cultural Practices” 

 Dr. Richard Laughter, PhD 

Dine’ 

  This session focuses on the spiritual connections between Western Medicine and Traditional 
Native Ceremonial Medicine. 

3:30-3:45pm   BREAK 

3:45-5:00pm   DOCUMENTARY: “Video Letters From 

Prison” 

  Cindy Giago, MSM 
Consultant 
Mother from Video Letters 

This session will take the participants on a journey of transformation as one family from the 
Pine Ridge Reservation of South Dakota finds healing through the path of the heart. Video 
Letters from Prison follows the lives of three Oglala Lakota sisters as they reconnect with 
their incarcerated father via a series of video letters. The Poor Bear girls are not sure they even 
want to connect--but their mother, Cindy, helps them overcome reluctance and hurt to 
participate in the letters. The change in her girls is immediate and beautiful. Connecting life's 
paths, Video Letters from Prison is a road flooded with emotions and spiritual growth.  
Question and Answer period to immediately follow viewing. 

5:00pm   Closing  Prayer for Day 

6:00pm   Inipi (Purification Lodge Ceremony) 
Bring towel and Inipi attire 

  OST Healing Center   
Sioux San Hospital 

 

Time  Title  Presenter 

8:30–9:00am  Morning Session 
Wokekiye 
Woyaksape 
Wazilya – (Purification of Atmosphere) 

 Cecelia Fire Thunder, 

TWO Board Member 
Conference Facilitator 

9:00-10:15am  “The Spiritual Healing Power of the 

Horse” 

 Bamm Brewer 
Holy Buffalo Society 
Lakota Country Times Correspondence 

Day 2-Dec 19th 
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This session focuses on the spiritual healing power of the horse. Participants will take an in-
depth look at how riding horses with the people on a spiritual journey; can connect them to 
their ancestors. The audience will understand through lecture and discussion, how the power 
of the horse helps individuals to find spiritual healing and rejuvenation. Horses have long 
been a part of the Plains Tribes, changed their way of living and continually keep the people 
connected with their ancestors today.  

10:15-10:30am  BREAK 

10:30-11:45am  “Food is Medicine – Eat like our 

Ancestors with lessons from the Four 

Directions”  

 Kibbe Conti MS, RD, CDE 
LCDR US Public Health Service 
Nutrition Specialist 
Rapid City Indian Hospital 

This session focuses on the healing powers of food and effects on the human spirit. It was on 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation that the presenter began to learn from elders about the 
food traditions of the Lakota and created a plate based nutrition model using the Medicine 
Wheel symbol to reflect the four pillars of the traditional diet.  This presentation outlines the 
work that was completed with tribes in telling their story of food system change and healing by 
honoring food in ways that align with food traditions. 

11:45-1:00pm  LUNCH (on your own) 

1:00– 2:15pm  “Baannilaau and Healing”  Ben Cloud, Spiritual and 

Sundance Leader 
Editor of the 
“APSAALOOKE NATION" 

This session will introduce the participants to the traditional use of Baannilaau – 
(Philosophize, moralize, give advice, correct and discipline). This method of healing or seeking 
corrective measures has long been tied to helping correct youth behavior or abuse that they 
have endured. The presenter (a Spiritual and Sun Dance leader in the Apsaalooke and Lakota 
Sun Dance Societies) provides clarity and insight to his Clan and family responsibilities. 
 Traditionally by right, Uncles, Aunts or spiritual leaders are utilized for sensitive issues and 
allow the youth to sit with an elder in trust, confidentiality, and respect. Immediate family 
figures mother, father, guardians or siblings are not allowed in the consultation with the 
Akbaaniliia. During this session the elder or spiritual leader encourages them to talk about 
their problems and analyzes the needs of the youth. Today this old way is still utilized in the 
modern life of youth, although it has its challenges of losing its effectiveness due to lack of 
knowledge by tribal members as a way of healing. During this session participants will explore 
the responsibility of the Akbaaniliia which is to open up communication and to reach inside 
the youth’s spirit as well as the family responsibility to trust/respect the Akbaaniliia final 
analysis while working to support the recommended treatment. The presenter will also 
address how modern day challenges are being met and discuss suggested healing methods 
which include certain healing ceremonies, sweat lodges or use modern medicine.  

2:15-3:30pm  “Co-Dependency and Trauma”  Gene Tyon, Director 
OST Healing Center 

  This session focuses on the characteristics of codependency and its connection to trauma. 
Participants will explore how codependency takes its toll on all areas of the individuals’ life. 
Through lecture and discussion participants will learn how experiencing trauma early in life 
can be an indicator towards codependent tendencies, how codependency makes one 
vulnerable to forming relationships of abuse, and how to begin a road to healing. 
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3:30-3:45pm  BREAK 

3:45-5:00  “Wicoyake (Stories) Panel: Witnessing 

the Miracle” 

 Taoiye Wakan Win -S. Ramona White 
Plume  
Dr. Mark Butterbrought, Phd 
 

This Discussion Panel will highlight the miracle of healing with children, youth and family 
who have utilized Lifeways to find healing. Panel Members will share their stories of either 
witnessing the miracle of healing or being a part of that healing. Audience will be able to 
participate in Question and Answer period for panel. 

5:00pm  Closing Prayer 

6:00pm  Inipi (Purification Lodge Ceremony) 
Bring towel and Inipi attire 

 Sioux San Hospital 
OST Healing Center 

 

Time:  Title:  Presenter: 

8:30–9:00am  Morning Session 
Wocekiye 
Woyaksape 
Wazilya – (Purification of Atmosphere) 

 Cecelia Fire Thunder, 

TWO Board Member 
Conference Facilitator 

9:00-10:30 am  "Ucangleska Owicakiya Pi - Importance 

of Collaboration in Healing the Spirit"  

  

 Hmuya Mani-Richard Two 

Dogs,  

Wakan Iyeska and 

Sina Ikikcu Win- Ethleen 

Iron Cloud-Two Dogs 

This session will emphasize honoring the Lakota concepts of "Okiciyapi" (helping one 
another) and "Wotakuye" (Lakota kinship) which are foundational values of collaboration. 
Healing the spirit of a child or individual requires looking beyond who the child belongs to or 
which system or program has primary responsibility for serving the child and family. Many 
times service providers blame the family when a child/youth is hurt or dies, and conversely, 
the family or community blame the service providers when a child/youth is hurt or dies. The 
reality is that every segment of society is responsible for the health and wellbeing of the 
children and youth and likewise are responsible when a child/youth is hurt or dies. Early 
interventions that are grounded in Lakota cultural and spiritual values are key to healing the 
child/youth's spirit when they experience trauma.  Workshop participants will have a chance 
to discuss and explore how families, community members, service providers, school staff and 
tribal government can reconnect to the values of Okiciyapi and Wotakuye and implement 
true collaboration on behalf of children, youth and families. 

10:30-10:45am  Break   

Day 3-Dec 20th 
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10:45-12 noon  Talking Circle  TBD 

  Participants will discuss and debrief on what they learned, experienced and what they will be 
taking with them when they leave.  The symbolism of the circle, with no beginning and with 
nobody in a position of prominence, serves to encourage people to speak freely and honestly 
about things that are on their minds and share their experience in a safe place.  

12:00 noon  Closing  Remarks, Prayer and Wopila Song 
Wazilya – (Purification of Atmosphere) 
Closing Remarks - Tasunke Wakan Okolakiciye Itancan: Sagye Luta -Warren Giago- 
Wocekiye 
Wopila Olowan-Tasunke Wakan Drum Group 

 

1:00-2:30 pm  “Access To Recovery- New Provider 

Meeting” 

 Access To Recovery (ATR) 

Great Plain Tribal 

Chairmen’s Health Board 

   

2:30-5:00 pm  Tasunke Wakan Okolakiciye Board 

Meeting 

 Itancan: Sagye Luta -

Warren Giago  
Tasunke Wakan Okolakiciye  

   

 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information, to donate or to schedule a training and/or services please contact: 
 

Tasunke Wakan Okolakiciye 
P.O. Box 100 

Porcupine, SD 57770 
(605) 455-1226 

medicinehorsesociety@gmail.com 
Cindy Giago, Project Manager: 605-791-4565 

 

Post Conference Meetings 

mailto:medicinehorsesociety@gmail.com

